
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Bury Parish Council 15th May 2023 

 

 
1. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
(a) To elect a Chairman for the next Council year. 

Councillors RESOLVED to elect Richard Champness as Chairman. 
 

(b) To elect a Vice Chairman for the next Council year. 
Councillors RESOLVED to elect John Labarte as Vice Chairman. 
 

2. Attendance and Apologies for Absence 
To accept apologies and reasons for absence. 
In attendance: Councillors Champness, Davis, Driver, Labarte and Morrison. 
 
Apologies: Councillor Daykin which the Council RESOLVED to accept. 
 
Also in attendance: Mike Simpson (Clerk) and County Councillor Tom Richardson. 
 

3. Councillor Co-option 
To consider any applications to fill the existing vacancies on the Council. 
Councillors received one application and RESOLVED to co-opt Stuart Davis as a member of Bury 
Parish Council. 
 

4. To Receive Declarations of Interest, Notification of Changes to Members’ Interests and 
consider any requests for a dispensation. 
There were none. 
 

5. Public Session (Members of the Public may speak for up to five minutes at the discretion of 
the Chair 
There were no comments. 
 

6. General Power of Competence 
To confirm the Council has the General of Competence for 2023-24 
Councillors agreed it was qualified and RESOLVED to adopt the General Power of Competence for 
2023-24. 
 

7. Committees and Working Groups 
To form and appoint members to committees and working groups. 
Councillors RESOLVED to create an Environment and Planning sub-committee consisting of 
Councillors Daykin, Morrison, Driver and Davis (Stuart). Councillors also RESOLVED to create a 
Strategy Working Group consisting of all councillors. 
 

8. Appointments to outside bodies 
To confirm any councillor appointments to outside bodies. 
Councillors AGREED to appoint Councillor Morrison to the A29 Road Improvement Committee. 



 
9. Meeting dates 

To consider and adopt meeting dates for 2023-24 
Councillors AGREED to adopt the proposed meeting dates of 10th July, 11th September, 13th 
November, 15th January, 18th March, 13th May. Councillors also AGREED to hold the Annual Parish 
Meeting on 29th April. 

 
10. Approval of the Minutes of the Council Meeting of the Parish Council held on 27th March 2023 

To review and approve 
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the meeting on 27th March 2023 as a true and 
accurate record. 
 

11. County Councillor reports 
To receive any reports 
Councillor Richardson hoped the RIC application to reduce the speed limit on the A29 through Bury 
from 50mph to 40mph would be considered and approved by WSCC in September as there had 
been too many accidents, with the most recent fatality only a few weeks ago. He also advised that 
work to clear and resurface the pavement on the A29 outside the Recreation Ground had been 
approved by WSCC but was unsure when the work would start. 

 
12. District Councillor reports 

To receive any reports. 
New District Councillor John Cross provided a written report before the meeting introducing himself 
and said he would attend the Annual Parish Meeting on 31st May 2023. 
 

13. Chair’s announcements 
To note any announcements 
The Chair thanked the Bury and West Burton Volunteers for organising a fantastic Coronation Big 
Lunch which involved many helpers including Bury Cubs. He also thanked the Horticultural Society 
for donating a new bench outside the village hall as well as providing £400 for maintenance.  
 

14. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2022-23 
(a) Internal Audit Report 

Councillors RESOLVED to approve the internal audit report for 2023. 
(b) Section 1 of the AGAR 

Councillors RESOLVED to approve section 1 of the AGAR. 
(c) Section 2 of the AGAR 

Councillors RESOLVED to approve section 2 of the AGAR. 
(d) Notice of electors’ rights 

Councillors RESOLVED to approve the notice period for electors’ rights as the 12th June 2023 to 21st 
July 2023. 
 

15. Payments and bank reconciliation 
Review schedule of payments and bank reconciliations since the last meeting (27th March 
2023) 
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the payment schedule and bank reconciliations from March and 
April 2023. 
 

16. A29 Speed reduction 
To review the Community Highways Scheme to reduce the speed on the A29 
The Chair advised that the A29 RIC had submitted a Community Highways Scheme application 
earlier in May to reduce the speed limit in Bury to 40mph and remove the centre lane on Bury Hill. 
Andrew Griffith MP sent a letter of support of the scheme to Matt Davey, Director of Highways, 
Transport and Planning and Cabinet Member for Highways, Joy Dennis. Councillors AGREED to 



also write to Matt Davey and Joy Dennis echoing Andrew Griffith’s letter and supporting the 
application.  

17. Grounds Maintenance
(a)To receive an update on property which the Council would like removed at Bury Wharf The
Chair believed the situation was out of control as the individual had had plenty of time to remove the
abandoned property on the wharf. Furthermore, one of the boats was on the wrong side of the
bank and was blocking access to steps which was a health and safety issue. The Council had written
earlier in the year asking for all property to be removed by 22nd April but no action had been taken so
the Chair suggested writing a second letter stating that the Council would be pursuing legal routes if
the property was not removed. The Chair also recommended adopting a policy on storing equipment
at the wharf but Councillor Labarte believed it should be a launch only policy with no storage
permitted. Councillors AGREED to write a second letter to the individual asking for the 
property to be removed and continue with a no boat policy whilst the legal position was 
researched.

(b)To consider the parish tree survey report
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the recommended work to high risk trees in the survey.

18. Parish Priority Statement
To consider a draft statement
The Chair advised he had been in touch with Pulborough Parish Council but they were undertaking
a housing survey and not a Parish Priority Statement and he had spoken to Chris Paterson at SDNPA
who advised they would be offering assistance to Parish Councils on how to approach the statement.

19. Bank signatories
To review and update
Councillors RESOLVED to add Richard Champness and Stuart Davis as signatories.









BURY PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

 
 
1. Date of announcement (a)17th May 2023 

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).  
The AGAR has been published with this notice. It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the 
smaller authority has certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, the accounting records for 
the financial year to which it relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other 
documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. 
For the year ended 31 March 2023, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application 
to: 
 

(b)  Mike Simpson, Clerk to Bury Parish Council, Bury Village Hall, The Street, Bury, West Sussex, 
RH20 1PA  
Email – clerk@buryparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
commencing on (c) 12th June 2023 
 
and ending on (d)  21st July 2023 
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could 
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller 
authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the 
above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the 
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code 
of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

 
Moore Stephens, (Ref SW/cc) 
Rutland House, Minerva Business Park, Lynch Wood, Peterborough 
PE2 6PZ 

 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) Mike Simpson, Clerk to Bury Parish Council 

 

 

 

 



Bury Parish Council

List of Payments made between 28/03/2023 and 15/05/2023

15/05/2023
11:52

Date:
Time: Bank Accounts

Page 1

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Transaction DetailAuthorized Ref
03/04/2023 Rob Simpson SO 291.67 VH Cleaning
03/04/2023 Chichester District Council DD 888.58 Dog bins
03/04/2023 Southern Electric OLT 31.00 Electricity
12/04/2023 Chichester District Council DD 36.25 Bin collection
13/04/2023 Came & Company OLT 2,945.63 Came & CompanyInsurance
17/04/2023 Business Stream DD 45.00 Water
25/04/2023 Local Government Pension OLT 282.77 Clerk pension
28/04/2023 Mike Simpson OLT 1,063.60 Salary April
02/05/2023 Rob Simpson SO 291.67 VH Cleaning
02/05/2023 Mike Simpson SO 25.00 Home office
02/05/2023 BT DD 35.65 Internet
02/05/2023 Southern Electric DD 31.00 VH electricity
03/05/2023 WSALC OLT 225.36 Annual membership
03/05/2023 Gala Tent OLT 101.90 Tent accessories
03/05/2023 DM Chainsaws OLT 202.92 Mower maintenance cricket club
05/05/2023 Chichester District Council DD 42.45 Bin collection
11/05/2023 David Puttock OLT 125.00 VH Window cleaning
11/05/2023 Viking OLT 42.78 Stamps
15/05/2023 Beechdown OLT 660.00 Tree survey 2023
15/05/2023 Primavera OLT 1,381.44 Invoice 885

Total Payments 8,749.67



Bury Parish Council05/05/2023
13:36

Date:
Time:

Page 1
User: MIKEBank Reconciliation Statement as at 28/04/2023for Cashbook 1 - Bank Accounts

Bank Statement Account Name (s) BalancesStatement Date Page No
Current Bank Account 0.0028/04/2023
Business Reserve Account 41,791.2828/04/2023

41,791.28
Unpresented Cheques (Minus) Amount

0.00
0.00

41,791.28
Receipts not Banked/Cleared (Plus)

0.00
0.00

Balance per Cash Book is :-
Difference is :-

41,791.28
41,791.28

0.00



Bury Parish Council27/04/2023
13:11

Date:
Time:

Page 1
User: MIKEBank Reconciliation Statement as at 31/03/2023for Cashbook 1 - Bank Accounts

Bank Statement Account Name (s) BalancesStatement Date Page No
Current Bank Account 0.0031/03/2023
Business Reserve Account 29,388.6331/03/2023

29,388.63
Unpresented Cheques (Minus) Amount

0.00
0.00

29,388.63
Receipts not Banked/Cleared (Plus)

0.00
0.00

Balance per Cash Book is :-
Difference is :-

29,388.63
29,388.63

0.00




