
 

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 10th MARCH 2021 

 
 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 

 
National Vaccination Update 

 
Across the UK, over 22 million people have now had a Coronavirus vaccination and over one million have 

received their second dose. During this week, NHS England are writing to those aged between 56 and 59 with an 

invitation to have their first jab at a mass vaccination centre and the Health Secretary has confrimed that we 

remain on track to offer a first vaccination to all adults by July 31st. 

 

Local Vaccination Update 

 

Pulborough Medical Group state that if patients in the aged 55-59 group prefer, they can receive their first jab at 

the surgery – they have appointments available from 15th March so please phone 01798-872815 to book. 

 

PMG are currently contacting all patients vaccinated between 29th December and 9th January to arrange for their 

second dose but if you prefer you can ring the surgery to book an appointment. The PMG website can be found 

here: - https://www.pmgdoctors.co.uk/index.aspx  

 

For the latest news from the Arundel surgery please see here: - Arundel Surgery     

 

Roadmap To Ease Lockdown - Step 1 

 
March 8th saw the introduction of Step 1 (phase 1) whereby all children and students returned for education in 

schools and colleges along with some university students on practical courses. Wraparound childcare and other 

supervised children’s activities are permitted to resume where they enable parents to work, seek work and attend 

education etc. Care home residents are now allowed one regular visitor who must be tested and wear PPE – the 

Government guidance on visiting a care home can be seen here: - 

Guidance on care home visiting - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Please remember that the Stay at Home rules remain in force but people can now leave home for recreation 

outdoors (not in private gardens) such as a coffee or picnic with their household or support bubble, or with one 

person outside their household. The current social distancing and face covering protocols remain in force. 

 

The full Government guidance on the Stay at Home rules reflecting the changes from 8th March can be found 

here: -  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_source=0e7571ce-bd06-4f8b-a60c-e458073c40c7&utm_content=daily  

 

The second phase of Step 1 begins on 29th March, permitting outdoor gatherings (including in private gardens) 

of 6 people or 2 households. Outdoor sports such as tennis and golf can resume and people can take part in 

formally organised outdoor sports. The Stay at Home order will end although many lockdown conditions will 

remain. We will report further on this towards the end of the month. 

https://www.pmgdoctors.co.uk/index.aspx
https://arundelsurgery.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visiting-care-homes-during-coronavirus/update-on-policies-for-visiting-arrangements-in-care-homes
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=0e7571ce-bd06-4f8b-a60c-e458073c40c7&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=0e7571ce-bd06-4f8b-a60c-e458073c40c7&utm_content=daily


BUDGET 2021 

 
Among the many measures and issues addressed by the Chancellor in the budget were a number of schemes to 

help employers, employees and self-employeds where Coronavirus has impacted adversely upon their ability to 

run their businesses or carry on their employment. The main measures are as follows: 

 

 Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS)  

 

More commonly referred to as the Furlough Scheme, the CJRS is being extended for a further five months from 

May until the end of September 2021. Employees will continue to receive 80% of their current salary (up to a 

maximum of £2,500 per month) for hours not worked. There will be no employer contributions beyond National 

Insurance contributions (NICs) and pensions required in April, May and June. From July, the government will 

introduce an employer contribution towards the cost of unworked hours of 10% in July, 20% in August and 20% 

in September, as the economy reopens. For more information please see: - 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme/changes-to-the-

coronavirus-job-retention-scheme  

 

Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) fourth grant 

 

To support the self-employed across the UK through the next stage of the pandemic, the government are making 

available a fourth SEISS grant worth 80% of three months’ average trading profits, paid out in a single instalment 

and capped at £7,500 in total. The grant will cover the period February to April, and can be claimed from late 

April. Self-employed individuals must have filed a 2019- 20 Self-Assessment tax return to be eligible for the fourth 

grant. This means that over 600,000 individuals may be newly eligible for SEISS, including many new to self-

employment in 2019- 20. All other eligibility criteria will remain the same as the third grant. 

 

A fifth and final grant is planned for the period May to September, the value of which will be determined by a 

turnover test to ensure that support is targeted to those who need it most. More details of the SEISS can be 

found here: -  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension/self-

employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension  

 

Recovery Loan Scheme 

 

 From 6 April 2021 the Recovery Loan Scheme will provide lenders with a guarantee of 80% on eligible loans 

between £25,000 and £10 million to give them confidence in continuing to provide finance to UK businesses. The 

scheme will be open to all businesses, including those who have already received support under the existing 

COVID-19 guaranteed loan schemes. For more information, please see here: - 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/recovery-loan-scheme?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_source=61bef726-31b2-4d6c-9722-1924a0f12eb0&utm_content=daily  

 
VAT reduction for the UK’s tourism and hospitality sector  

 

The government will extend the temporary reduced rate of 5% VAT for goods and services supplied by the 

tourism and hospitality sector until 30 September 2021. To help businesses manage the transition back to the 

standard 20% rate, a 12.5% rate will apply for the subsequent six months until 31 March 2022. For more 

information, please see here: -  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-reduced-rate-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-

attractions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f843a357-13cc-46d0-

b25c-a84cf7836b64&utm_content=daily  

 
Business rates reliefs 

 
The government will continue to provide eligible retail, hospitality and leisure properties in England with 100% 

business rates relief from 1 April 2021 to 30 June 2021. This will be followed by 66% business rates relief for the 

period from 1 July 2021 to 31 March 2022, capped at £2 million per business for properties that were required to 

be closed on 5 January 2021, or £105,000 per business for other eligible properties. 
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Closed Business Lockdown Payment 

 

Certain businesses that have been required to close due to the national lockdown that began on 5 January 2021. 
may be entitled to a one-off cash grant of up to £9,000 from their local council. For details please see here: - 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-your-business-is-eligible-for-the-coronavirus-closed-businesses-

lockdown-payment?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=9b90baf3-

e0d6-4440-bf97-987de304993f&utm_content=daily  

 

Restart Grants 

 

To give businesses the cash certainty they need to plan ahead and safely relaunch trading over the coming 

months, the government will provide a one-off cash ‘Restart Grant’ in England of up to £6,000 per premises for 

non-essential retail businesses and up to £18,000 per premises for hospitality, accommodation, leisure, personal 

care and gym businesses.  

 

TRAVEL ABROAD 

 
International travel for holiday purposes is still banned but there are exemptions for travelling abroad for people 

doing certain jobs – the latest guidance can be found here: - 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): jobs that qualify for travel exemptions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

If your job is included amongst those shown in the guidance, you will need to complete a declaration form for 

international travel which can be found here: -  
Coronavirus (COVID-19): declaration form for international travel - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

 

BURY PARISH COUNCIL 

 
BPC Meeting 15th March 

 

The next meeting of Bury Parish Council will take place online (via Zoom) on Monday 15th March at 6.30pm. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting – and, if desired, may speak for a maximum of five 

minutes about an item on the agenda during the Public Session at the discretion of the Chair. The agenda for the 

meeting, including details of how to contact the parish clerk should you wish to attend can be found on the BPC 

website here: - www.buryparishcouncil.org.uk  

 

Bury Village Hall 

 

As we gradually emerge from lockdown under the roadmap’s four steps, we are pleased to report that three of 

our regular hirers of the village hall have already indicated their intention to resume operations.  

 

The Boathouse House Ballet School, which provides education in ballet to a curriculum designed to prepare 

children for a structured series of UCAS-approved exams, is regarded as a school as opposed to a dance studio 

or club and since community facilities such as village halls have always been able to remain open for educational 

purposes under the special exemptions, Emily and her students will be back with us this month.  

 

Step 2 of the roadmap, scheduled for 12th April, permits community centres/village halls to reopen for a wider 

range of activities (but not social gatherings) including the hosting indoors of any supervised sporting activities for 

children – which means that the Matt Fiddes Martial Arts Group can resume operations and we have heard from 

Callie, the leader, that she intends to recommence classes on 13th April. 

 

Barry and Sue Bird are very keen to resume the sessions of the Bury and Pulborough Dance Club and we await 

clarification as to whether they can restart at Step 2 or Step 3 (from 17th May). 

 

This is excellent news for Bury Village Hall – we will be delighted to see it come to life again gradually over the 

next few months although realistically it is not likely to be until Step 4 (from 21st June) when restrictions on social 

contact are due to be lifted that we can once again plan to open our doors for coffee mornings, flower shows, 

children’s parties, family celebrations and a host of other activities for which the hall has proved to be an 

excellent venue. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-your-business-is-eligible-for-the-coronavirus-closed-businesses-lockdown-payment?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=9b90baf3-e0d6-4440-bf97-987de304993f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-your-business-is-eligible-for-the-coronavirus-closed-businesses-lockdown-payment?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=9b90baf3-e0d6-4440-bf97-987de304993f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-your-business-is-eligible-for-the-coronavirus-closed-businesses-lockdown-payment?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=9b90baf3-e0d6-4440-bf97-987de304993f&utm_content=daily
http://www.buryparishcouncil.org.uk/


Bury Green and Playground remains open but if you do plan to visit, please ensure you follow the Covid-19 rules 

you will find posted on the BPC noticeboard outside the hall and in the hall windows along the footpath approach 

to the green. 

 

CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
Council Tax for 2021/22 

 

Council tax bills for the year 2021/22 are due to be issued by CDC on Friday 12th March. 

 

Chichester District Council collects all of the council tax we pay, but only keeps around a 9% share of this to 

cover the services provided by the district council. The other 91% is then distributed to West Sussex County 

Council, The Police and Crime Commissioner, and parish councils to fund the services they provide. 

 

The portion retained by CDC will incur a rise of 3% and they will call upon reserves to make up the balance 

needed to protect the services they provide. However, WSCC have announced that their share of our council tax 

will increase by 4.99% (the maximum allowed by the Government before a referendum would be required) which 

includes 3% being ringfenced for adult social care. 

 

WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
Waste & Recycling Sites – New Booking System 

 

WSCC has responded to current and anticipated demand at its Household Waste Recycling Sites by bringing 

forward summer opening hours to 12th March and trialling a booking system at six of its busiest sites - Bognor 

Regis, Littlehampton, Shoreham, Worthing, Crawley and Hop Oast (Horsham).  

 

From Monday 29 March, residents planning to visit these sites will need to pre-book their slot in advance, either 

online or by telephone. The trial is designed to allow residents to safely dispose of their recycling and waste, limit 

their waiting times at these sites and help reduce traffic disruption. When the system goes live (likely to be 

around 15th March) the slots can be booked up to 14 days in advance and residents will be able to make one trip 

in a week. For more information on the changes – which includes a link enabling you to check the revised 

opening times at all WSCC sites - please see here: - 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/news/changes-to-household-waste-recycling-sites-confirmed/ 

  

 
Keep well and stay safe and if you require help with shoppong or prescriptions please contact 

 

Fr. Peter Mallinson (Bury) 839057 or Ken & Diana Rowsell (West Burton) on 831475 

 

For further information please contact the parish clerk, Mike Simpson at clerkburyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

 

To visit the Bury Parish Council website please see www.buryparishcouncil.org.uk  

 

Best wishes 

 

Bury Parish Council 
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